The Bare Faced Curassow
(Crax fasciolata)

By Derek Gibson

Exmoor Zoo has housed its current pair of Bare Faced Curassow, (Crax fasciolata) since 2003 when a female was acquired to pair with our male that was acquired from Beale Park in 2002. Both birds saw out 2003 and the beginning of 2004 in harmony together in an Aviary 6m x 3m x 6m. On 30.9.2004 the first egg was laid in a pile of twigs and leaves loosely described as a nest, about 3 meters above the ground in a wooden box 1meter squared, and was incubated by the female. After an incubation period of 32 days, a chick could be seen putting its head over the side of the nest, unfortunately the chick was found on the aviary floor the following morning, what went wrong? We are not to sure, but put it down to the parent’s lack of experience and hoped that next time a more successful out come would ensue. No further attempts to breed were recorded for the rest of the year. Over the early months of 2005 a lot of observations were recorded, the cock birds low pitched booming, the food passing from cock bird to hen, the choosing of titbits for food passing (mealworms were used in nearly all instances), the hen making her nest from willow twigs and straw, the cock bird perching close by, seemingly standing guard, but unwilling to lend a hand in nest construction, and both birds exhibiting that head flicking motion that all Curassow seem to exhibit from a very early age.
On the 12.06.05, the female was observed spending more and more time in and around the nesting area, and on the 20.06.05, was noted to be noticeably heavy. The male also was seen to be spending a considerable time following her every move. On the 28.06.05, an egg was laid. The decision was taken to pull and replace with a dummy egg, no further egg was laid and the artificially incubated egg was found to be clear. A further egg was laid on the 24.07.05, again pulled and placed in an incubator while a dummy egg was left in the nest. A second egg was laid off the perch three days later and hit the only hard piece of wood on the aviary floor. Once again the first egg proved to be infertile. The Female was noticed to be limping on her left leg on the 29.07.05 closer inspection revealed no obvious injuries but it did seem to bring the 2005 season to an abrupt end.
Again, throughout the early months of 2006, booming and food passing were again witnessed, and finally on the 15.05.06, mating was observed. An egg was laid on the 27.05.06, it was again transferred to an incubator, it proved to be fertile, and was successfully hand reared by the bird staff. A further egg was laid on the 17.08.06; this was again pulled and again proved fertile and again reared successfully.
The birds were moved to another aviary on the 20.12.06, so that we could accommodate a pair of Pied Crows (Corvus albus). A much larger aviary (6m x 6m x 8m) with running water in the shape of a small stream, and Leylandii conifers planted for cover. Half the aviary is grass the other bark chips, the grass is left to grow and set seed, the Curassow really seem to enjoy searching for whatever insects they can find. A nest basket is provided at floor level hidden from view by a conifer, but the birds have made no attempt to use it. The female was noted to be heavy on the 06.05.07 and an egg was laid on the 09.05.07. A further egg was laid on the 11.05.07, and both eggs were removed. Both eggs proved to be fertile and both were hatched and successfully hand reared.
ADULT MANAGMENT
The adult Curassow are wormed twice a year (1st March and 1st October) with Panacur 10% solution. A faecal sample is taken in February. To date, all samples have shown no worms or eggs, no gape worm has ever been noted either, and apart from the occasional limp our female tends to exhibit, the birds seem to be relatively hardy. No heat is given through our rather long winters; as long as they have a snug shelter they seem more than capable of toughing out the most inclement weather.

ADULT DIET

Maintenance Diet Nov 1st to Feb 13th
8.30am Feed 

50g Seasonal Fruits (cut into 1cm cubes)

1 Slice Brown Bread (crumbled)

4 of 2cm Balls of Mince

100g Waterfowl Maintenance Pellets from Fenland
20-30 soaked diet “A” zoo pellets from Mazuri
10g Insectivorous Mix

4pm Feed

15-20 Mealworms (scattered)

Once a month 200g oyster shell Grit added to feed

Breeding Diet Feb 14th to Oct 31st
8.30am Feed 

50g Seasonal Fruits (cut into 1cm cubes)

1 Slice Brown Bread (crumbled)

6 2cm Ball of Mince

100g Waterfowl Maintenance Pellets

20-30 Soaked Zoo “A” Pellets

20g Insectivorous Mix

4pm Feed

15-20 Mealworms (scattered)

2 – 4 Locust
5 – 10 Wax moth Larvae

EGG MANAGMENT
The eggs are incubated in Brinsea octagon pro 20 incubators, at a temperature of 37.4 to 37.6c with a relative humidity of around 55%. The eggs are transferred to a “Hatcher” upon external pip, where the humidity is increased greatly to prevent the membrane drying.
CHICK MANAGMENT
Once the chick has hatched, it is first weighed, then transferred to a Brinsea brooder, (an octagon Tlc-4) where it stays for 24 hours. No food is offered during this time to fully allow yolk sac absorption, only water is available in a small dish with pebbles at the bottom to prevent drowning. The chick is then transferred to its rearing pen which is heated from above at one end to 31c the temperature. This is then decreased by one degree each day until only background heat is offered.
The diet fed to the chicks is as follows;
Chick crumb
Insectivorous food
Cress
Soaked Mazuri “Diet A” zoo pellets (crushed form)
Fruit cut into 0.5cm cubed pieces
Quantities of the above are deduced by providing constant replenishment.

Live foods offered are wax moth larvae, Crickets, Locust and Mealworms (live food is available at all times but is very rarely taken).

A dish of fresh water is always available.

Food is offered on tweezers for the first 2 days.

A perch is added at day 5 and is used almost immediately.

	Hand Rearing Record Sheet

	Bare Faced Curassow

	09 06 07 

	
	
	
	

	Date
	Time
	Observations
	Weight (g)

	09 06 07
	10am
	Placed in dryer
	120

	10 06 07
	8am 
	Transferred to rearing pen.
	108

	11 06 07 
	8am 
	Fed 6 wax moth by hand
	112

	12 06 07 
	730am
	Sibling added no problems
	114

	13.06.07
	730am
	Head flicking
	117

	14.06.07
	8am 
	Perch added 
	122

	15.06.07
	730am
	Beak   17.26mm
	126

	16.05.07
	745am
	Sexed visually, cock bird!
	131

	17.05.07
	745am
	Tarsus 29.78mm 
	134

	18.06.07
	730am
	 
	140

	19.05.07
	8am 
	Nervous bird
	144

	20.06.07
	8am 
	 
	155

	21.06.07
	715am
	 
	160

	22.06.07
	730am
	 
	169

	23.06.07
	730am
	 
	176

	24.06.07
	745am
	Turning away when offered food
	180

	25.06.07
	8am
	 
	188

	26.06.07
	8am
	 
	199

	27.06.07
	715am
	 
	207

	28.06.07
	8am
	Initial crest observed!
	220

	29.06.07
	715am
	 
	229

	30.06.07
	730am
	 
	236

	01.07.07
	730am
	 
	243


	Hand Rearing Record Sheet

	Bare Faced Curassow

	11.06.07

	
	
	
	

	Date
	Time
	Observations
	Weight (g)

	11.06.07
	8.45am
	Placed in brooder
	119g

	12.06.07
	7.30am
	Placed in brooder with sibling
	105g

	13.06.07
	8am
	 
	107g

	14.06.07
	7.30am
	Observed drinking head flicking
	110g

	15.06.07
	7.30am
	 
	117g

	16.06.07
	8.am
	Hen?
	123g

	17.06.07
	7.30am
	Perching  
	128g

	18.06.07
	8am
	Feeding from hand
	130g

	19.06.07
	7.30am
	 
	138g

	20.06.07
	7.45am
	 
	144g

	21.06.07
	8am
	 
	149g

	22.06.07
	8am
	 
	156g

	23.06.07
	8am
	 
	164g

	24.06.07
	7.45am
	 
	168g

	25.06.07
	7.30am
	Beak 15.94mm tarsus 29.50mm
	176g

	26.06.07
	7.30am
	 
	186g

	27.06.07
	7.30am
	 
	194g

	28.06.07
	7.30am
	 
	201g

	29.06.07
	7.50am
	Crest noticed
	210g

	30.06.07
	7.30am
	 
	225g

	01.07.07
	7.30am
	 
	237g

	 
	 
	 
	 

	 
	 
	 
	 


	Hand Rearing Record Sheet

	Bare Faced Curassow

	26.06.06

	
	
	
	

	Date
	Time
	Observations
	Weight (g)

	26.06.06
	8.am
	Silki bantam chick for company
	116g

	27.06.06
	8.am
	Observed drinking
	107g

	28.06.06
	8.am
	 
	108g

	29.06.06
	8.am
	 
	110g

	30.06.06
	8.am
	Eating from food pot
	116g

	01.07.06
	8.am
	 
	119g

	02.07.06
	8.am
	 
	124g

	03.07.06
	8.am
	 
	127g

	04.07.06
	8.am
	Perching
	135g

	05.07.06
	8.am
	 
	139g

	06.07.06
	8.am
	Middle toe 26.61
	143g

	07.07.06
	8.am
	Feeding from hand !
	148g

	08.07.06
	8.am
	 
	154g

	09.07.06
	8.am
	very nervous 
	163g

	10.07.06
	8.am
	 
	174g

	11.07.06
	8.am
	 
	181g

	12.07.06
	8.am
	 
	193g

	13.07.06
	8.am
	 
	211g

	14.07.06
	8.am
	Silki taken out bullied by curassow
	229g

	15.07.06
	8.am
	 
	236g

	16.07.06
	8.am
	 
	240g

	17.07.06
	8.am
	 
	246g

	 
	 
	 
	 


	Hand Rearing Record Sheet

	Bare Faced Curassow

	17.08.06

	
	
	
	

	Date
	Time
	Observations
	Weight (g)

	17.08.06
	8.am
	Guinea fowl added for company
	118g

	18.08.06
	8am
	Observed drinking.
	111g

	19.08.06
	8.am
	 
	113g

	20.08.06
	8.am
	 
	119g

	21.08.06
	8.am
	 
	126g

	22.08.06
	8.am
	Following guinea fowl everywhere
	130g

	23.08.06
	8.am
	Perching
	137g

	24.8.06
	8.am
	 
	139g

	25.08.06
	8.am
	 
	144g

	26.08.06
	8.am
	 
	150g

	27.08.06
	8.am
	 
	157g

	28.08.06
	8.am
	 
	165g

	29.08.06
	8.am
	Tarsus 29.77mm
	171g

	30.08.06
	17
	 
	174g

	31.08.06
	8.am
	 
	180g

	01.09.06
	8.am
	 
	187g

	02.09.06
	8.am
	 
	193g

	03.09.06
	8.am
	 
	200g

	04.09.06
	8.am
	 
	209g

	05.09.06
	8.am
	Beak 21.12mm
	221g

	06.09.06
	8.am
	 
	238g
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09.06.07

		

		Hand Rearing Record Sheet

		Bare Faced Currasow

		09 06 07

		Date		Time		Observations		Weight (g)

		09 06 07		10am		placed in dryer		120

		10 06 07		8am		transferred to rearing pen.		108

		11 06 07		8am		fed 6 waxmoth by hand		112

		12 06 07		730am		sibling added no problems		114

		13.06.07		730am		head flicking		117

		14.06.07		8am		perch added		122

		15.06.07		730am		beak   17.26mm		126

		16.05.07		745am		sexed visualy, cock bird !		131

		17.05.07		745am		tarsus 29.78mm		134

		18.06.07		730am				140

		19.05.07		8am		nervous bird		144

		20.06.07		8am				155

		21.06.07		715am				160

		22.06.07		730am				169

		23.06.07		730am				176

		24.06.07		745am		turning away when offered food		180

		25.06.07		8am				188

		26.06.07		8am				199

		27.06.07		715am				207

		28.06.07		8am		a little crest observed!		220

		29.06.07		715am				229

		30.06.07		730am				236

		01.07.07		730am				243





11.06.07

		

		Hand Rearing Record Sheet

		Bare Faced Currasow

		11.06.07

		Date		Time		Observations		Weight (g)

		11.06.07		8.45am		placed in brooder		119g

		12.06.07		7.30am		placed in brooder in sibbling		105g

		13.06.07		8am				107g

		14.06.07		7.30am		observed drinking head flicking		110g

		15.06.07		7.30am				117g

		16.06.07		8.am		hen?		123g

		17.06.07		7.30am		pearching.		128g

		18.06.07		8am		feeding from hand.		130g

		19.06.07		7.30am				138g

		20.06.07		7.45am				144g

		21.06.07		8am				149g

		22.06.07		8am				156g

		23.06.07		8am				164g

		24.06.07		7.45am				168g

		25.06.07		7.30am		beak 15.94mm tarsus 29.50mm		176g

		26.06.07		7.30am				186g

		27.06.07		7.30am				194g

		28.06.07		7.30am				201g

		29.06.07		7.50am		crest noticed		210g

		30.06.07		7.30am				225g

		01.07.07		7.30am				237g





26.06.06

		

		Hand Rearing Record Sheet

		Bare Faced Currasow

		26.06.06

		Date		Time		Observations		Weight (g)

		26.06.06		8.am		silki bantam chick for company		116g

		27.06.06		8.am		observed drinking		107g

		28.06.06		8.am				108g

		29.06.06		8.am				110g

		30.06.06		8.am		eating from food pot		116g

		01.07.06		8.am				119g

		02.07.06		8.am				124g

		03.07.06		8.am				127g

		04.07.06		8.am		perching.		135g

		05.07.06		8.am				139g

		06.07.06		8.am		middle toe 26.61		143g

		07.07.06		8.am		feeding from hand !		148g

		08.07.06		8.am				154g

		09.07.06		8.am		very nervous,		163g

		10.07.06		8.am				174g

		11.07.06		8.am				181g

		12.07.06		8.am				193g

		13.07.06		8.am				211g

		14.07.06		8.am		silki taken out bullied by currasow		229g

		15.07.06		8.am				236g

		16.07.06		8.am				240g

		17.07.06		8.am				246g





17.08.06

		

		Hand Rearing Record Sheet

		Bare Faced Currasow

		17.08.06

		Date		Time		Observations		Weight (g)

		17.08.06		8.am		guineafowl added for company		118g

		18.08.06		8am		observed drinking.		111g

		19.08.06		8.am				113g

		20.08.06		8.am				119g

		21.08.06		8.am				126g

		22.08.06		8.am		following guinea fowl everwhere		130g

		23.08.06		8.am		perching		137g

		24.8.06		8.am				139g

		25.08.06		8.am				144g

		26.08.06		8.am				150g

		27.08.06		8.am				157g

		28.08.06		8.am				165g

		29.08.06		8.am		tarsus 29.77mm		171g

		30.08.06		17				174g

		31.08.06		8.am				180g

		01.09.06		8.am				187g

		02.09.06		8.am				193g

		03.09.06		8.am				200g

		04.09.06		8.am				209g

		05.09.06		8.am		beak 21.12mm		221g

		06.09.06		8.am				238g
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