BUCORVUS ABYSSINICUS HAND REARING PROTACOL
· Incubation Period 39 Days

· Average Chick Weight Upon Hatch 70 – 80g
· Average Chick Weight after Yolk Sac Absorption 60 – 70g (chicks only offered water feeds in 1st 12 hours. 0.2ml per feed)
· Incubator Temperature 37.4c/55%RH

· Brooder Temperature 36c (dropped 0.5c per day until room temperature
Dietary Components

Mouse Pinkie

Small Mice

Rat Pups

Day Old Chick

Ox Heart (if available)

Vitamin Supplement

Feeding Method

Day 1 to Day 7


Quartered Pinkies offered by tweezers for 10 to 15 feeds a day, from 07.00 until 20.00. All foods soaked in water to increase water intake to prevent dehydration.

Day 8 to Day 20


Halved Pinkies, Ox heart if available, and Quartered Rat pups, dusted with vitamin powder, offered by tweezers for 8 to 10 feeds a day, from 7.00 until 20.00. All foods soaked in water to increase water intake to prevent dehydration.

Day 21 to Day 30
Small mice quartered, and day old chick wings added to feed, dusted with vitamin powder (Rat pups now fed whole and pinkies phased out) for 8 feeds a day, from 7.00 until 20.00. All foods soaked in water to increase water intake to prevent dehydration.

Day 31 to point of wean (70 – 80 days)


Whole small mice, Halved day old chicks, Whole Rat pups, dusted with vitamin powder for 8 feeds a day, from 7.00 until 17.00. 

Weaning Diet

Same as adult feed, now placed in bowl in unit, as well as being hand fed 4 times a day. Food is therefore continually available.

