BUCORVUS ABYSSINICUS CHICK DEVELOPMENT

Bird is pink upon hatch, and very waxy to touch, air sacs are visible at the base of the shoulders. Food offered is small in size to prevent possibility of suffocation, because of the birds mouthing of the food before swallowing. Bird gradually changes black, pins start to show after 7 days on the rump and the bird feels full of air. The eyes start to slit at 12 days old, and are fully open at 14/15 days old. The skin starts to flake at this age, up to 30 – 40 days old, Vaseline is rubbed twice a day onto the bird. Humidity is given in the brooder in the form of a pint glass of water.  Special attention needs to be paid to prevent splaying of legs. We use a plastic container approximately 15cm by 15cm with a height of 10cm, with a coarse paper towel and small twigs for chick stability. If splayed legs occur, we use micro-pore breathable tape to correct, an avicultural vet should be contacted immediately. 

