Hand rearing the White Browed Coucal (centropus supercillius)
At Exmoor Zoo

By Derek Gibson.

Having been successful at parent rearing offspring over the last 2 years (Avicultural magazine Volume 112 No 2), it came as some what of a surprise when we found a 3-4 day old chick lying dead on the Aviary floor . To date we have found the Coucal a most obliging parent who takes great care of its young, and when inspection of the nest revealed 2 very cold, but still alive chicks, 1 clear egg and a further dead youngster, it was decided to transfer the 2 chicks to the Zoo Incubation and Rearing station.

Both chicks were weighed; the 1st was 27grams and the 2nd only 7grams.  Both were placed into a Brooder set at 33˚c, in a small pot lined with kitchen towel and small twigs to prevent any problems with splayed legs. The larger chick’s eyes had started to open. A quick pooling of ideas with Cotswold Wildlife Park took place (who had successfully hand raised the White Browed Coucal before). Food items offered were Mouse pinkies, Rat pups, Waxmoth Larva, Mealworms and Papaya, the vitamin supplement used was Ace-High (a Vetarc product the Zoo has used over the last 3 years). 
Unfortunately the 2nd chick died almost immediately, the 1st went from strength to strength as can be seen on the accompanying rearing chart, and by day 21 was observed feeding itself and by day 27 it was fully weaned.

The chick at present is housed in a large flight cage and upon determination of its sex, will go to make up a 2nd pair here at Exmoor. At the time of writing, the adult pair are currently incubating a further 3 eggs and hopefully a successful parent rearing will take place and we can take further steps forward in establishing the White Browed Coucal in captivity.

Derek Gibson, Head Keeper, Exmoor Zoo N Devon UK.

Telephone 01598 763352.   

Derek.r.gibson@btinternet.com 

	White Browed Coucal

	centropus supercillius

	Hand Rearing Record Sheet
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	Age (days)
	Date
	Weight (g)
	Observations

	1
	29.04.07
	-
	In Nest

	2
	30.04.07
	-
	In Nest

	3
	31.04.07
	-
	In Nest

	4
	01.05.07
	-
	In Nest

	5
	02.05.07
	-
	In Nest

	6
	03.05.07
	-
	In Nest

	7
	04.05.07
	27
	Placed in brooder 33°C. Pint pot of water. Small bowl of small twigs. Eyes slit

	8
	05.05.07
	26
	7.30am - 5.30pm pinkies soaked and cut into ¼ and Waxmoth Larva (killed)

	9
	06.05.07
	29
	Eyes ¾ open

	10
	07.05.07
	34
	Crickets and Mealworms

	11
	08.05.07
	42
	 

	12
	09.05.07
	46
	 

	13
	10.05.07
	51
	 

	14
	11.05.07
	59
	 

	15
	12.05.07
	65
	 

	16
	13.05.07
	70
	Rat pups and mince added to diet. Feathers developing on breast

	17
	14.05.07
	77
	Stopped continual begging / Coucal noise

	18
	15.05.07
	83
	Transferred to exercise cage. Fruit, insectivorous food, and mince placed in dishes

	19
	16.05.07
	91
	Food no longer placed in mouth, bird to make 1st move

	20
	17.05.07
	90
	Soaked Zoo A given at feed

	21
	18.05.07
	88
	 

	22
	19.05.07
	87
	 

	23
	20.05.07
	82
	 

	24
	21.05.07
	83
	 

	25
	22.05.07
	85
	 

	26
	23.05.07
	85
	 

	27
	24.05.07
	93
	Started to feed itself mealworms and locusts


[image: image1.emf]Coucal Growth Rate

0

10

20

30

40

50

60

70

80

90

100

1 3 5 7 9 11 13 15 17 19 21 23 25 27

Age (days)

Weight (g)


